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And so in society, are we not faced by conflicting,
irreconcilable tendencies and interests, each of which
has justice on its side ?

Ought we not then to recognise that man, social
and individual, is that imperfect solution of a problem
that is finally insoluble, and that, apart from external
and physical disaster, he, like other species, must at
last end in failure as far as this life is concerned ? To
believe that every moral and social problem admits
of ultimate solution may be merely a necessary
illusion to protect him from the apathy of despair,
until such time as religion has taught him the duty
of fighting for victory in the face of certain eventual
defeat, and for no other reward than that of eternal
life, through union with the Eternal Life.

And shall these sons of God, these Morning Stays,
who shout for joy over the glory of creation, shall
they, too, vanish like meteors in the darkness. Apart
from the desire to live and prevail, which characterises
every organism in its vigour, and on which no argu-
ment for personal persistence can be based, there
is undoubtedly a desire for personal persistence or
eternity, and even a hope or conviction of the same,
that appears and grows step by step with our diviner
life as sons of God. The life into which we then enter,
which alone seems to us real and worthful, that life
of sympathy with the Divine joys and sorrows, of
co-operation with the Divine Will, presents itself to
us as distinct from and above that physical and
organic existence, which is rather its subject matter.
In it we seem to belong to the plane of the absolute
and universal, and to view the world and its drama,
ourselves included, as spectators from the outsicje.